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Wichita Public Schools’ bond update: Changes to new south 
elementary school plan brings many benefits 

 
One of the items promised with the $370 million bond issue passed in 2008 was the construction of a 

new elementary school in south Wichita to relieve the overcrowding in elementary schools in the area. The 

district spent several months trying to find the best location to construct the new south elementary school. 

After a preliminary exercise involving possible boundary scenarios, it was determined that the existing 

Lewis Open Magnet site, 3030 S. Osage, was an excellent location for the new school.  

After careful planning and analysis, a plan was proposed to construct the new school on the site that 

would serve the current Lewis Magnet program and also serve as a neighborhood school. The Lewis Open 

Magnet program would be located on the west end of the new school and the neighborhood K-5 on the 

east, with both programs sharing common spaces including the cafeteria, library and multipurpose room 

that will also be a safe room. A meeting was held with Lewis parents and staff about the concept and the 

response was positive. 

There are significant benefits with this modification of the bond plan, including: 

• Significant savings in land acquisition because the district won’t have to buy land for the new 

school 

• Savings in the construction of one FEMA safe room, instead of two safe rooms as shown in 

the original bond plan 

• On-going administrative and operational costs savings  

• The Lewis program will have a brand-new facility  

• Excellent location according to preliminary boundary studies 

The concept of the new south elementary school will be presented to the Board of Education during 

the November 23 meeting at North High School, starting at 6 p.m. 
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Board of Education will approve contractor for Clark Elementary’s project 

 

Also on November 23, the Board of Education will approve a contract to begin construction at Clark 

Elementary, the second school bond issue project. Sauerwein Construction Company, Inc. was the lowest 

responsible bidder with a $871,500 bid, which is nearly $158,000 below the project’s budget. Architectural 

Development Services, L.L.C is the architectural firm on the project.   

The addition at Clark includes two classrooms, one music room, a conference room, a teacher 

workroom and two restrooms. The three classrooms and two restrooms are designed as a FEMA 

shelter. There will be additional upgrades including a new fire access drive and replacing the HVAC 

system in the school’s 1976 addition.  

Construction is anticipated to start in December and is scheduled to be substantially complete in 

June 2010.  

More information on the bond issue can be found on the Wichita Public Schools’ website at 

www.usd259.com/news/bond2008.  
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